
3 These recommendations are for guidance only. Interpretation of the results, should always take into account the history, clinical examination and any further diagnostic test results.

ACTH stimulation test - Algorithm

Post-ACTH
55 - 165 nmol/L

Constistent with iatrogenic 
HAC or inconclusive results 

In case of suspicion of the disease the ACTH test 
should be repeated a few weeks later

Pre-ACTH: 55-165 nmol/L
Post-ACTH: 165-497 nmol/L

Normal

Post-ACTH
 497 - 607 nmol/L

Doubtful

Baseline (T0)

ACTH Stimulation Test

Post ACTH (T1h)* 

Pre-ACTH < 55 nmol/L 
Post-ACTH < 55 nmol/L

Consistent with 
Hypoadrenocorticism

Post-ACTH
 > 607 nmol/L

Consistent with HAC

Performance of discrimination tests for the 
identification of the cause is highly recommended

Clinical examination  
and blood parameters 

( K, Na, Azotemia)

HAC: Hyperadrenocorticism
*ACTH gel: T1h + T2h

Presence  
of suggestive symptoms 

(polyphagia, alopecia, PU/PD)

 CAUSES OF INCONCLUSIVE RESULTS

o ACTH (storage, administration, dose)

o Sampling
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